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Public Health Practice Academy

The Region IV Public Health Training Center (R-IV PHTC) offers a series of six-hour skill-based professional 

development workshops to state, district and local health departments called the Public Health Practice 

Academy (PHPA). The goal of the PHPA series is to provide public health professionals—especially those serving 

underserved populations and areas—with core skills that can be used in public health practice. The trainings are 

appropriate for those without extensive formal training in public health as well as for seasoned public health 

professionals who are interested in a refresher. 

R-IV PHTC partners with public health districts, departments and agencies to host PHPA workshops. Workshops 

in the series are offered free of charge to host organizations, and participants can earn continuing education 

credits at no cost. The host organization is asked to provide a training space and assistance in promoting the 

training. While the host organization receives priority registration, workshops may also be promoted outside of 

the organization in order to maximize resources. Workshops generally accommodate 25-50 participants, 

depending on the topic and room capacity.

Workshops in the Public Health Practice Academy series: 

 Community Assessment: Making Data Count

 Community Engagement for Public Health Planning

 Communicating Across Cultures: Cultural Competence for Public Health and Health Care Professionals

 Effective Interpersonal Communication Skills for the Public Health Professional 

 Increasing Leadership Skills through Self-Awareness and Emotional Intelligence

 Introduction to Epidemiology in Public Health 

 Practical Evaluation Skills for Public Health Practitioners

 Program Planning Basics: Turning Good Ideas into Effective Programs 

 Public Health Informatics: Using Information to Impact Public Health Practice 

 Social Marketing and Health Communication – Skills for the Public Health Practitioner 

If a significant number of participants are in need of continuing education credits, arrangements can be made to 

provide credit for physicians, nurses, and/or health education specialists.

To inquire about scheduling a training, contact 

Training & Communications Specialist Hilary Merlin 

at hilary.merlin@emory.edu or 404-727-1286.

www.sph.emory.edu/r4phtc


